
Expiration of Temporary Certification 
 
When the new operator certification regulations were adopted in January 2001 there was a 
need to provide operators a way for to obtain water distribution certification right away and 
allow the Department time to develop the distribution exam process.  One method was 
contained in Section 63820 of the regulations.  It allowed the Department to issue temporary 
water distribution certificates for the first three years the regulations were in effect.  The 
requirements were that the applicant was qualified to take the distribution exam for which 
they applied.  Between January 2001 and December 2003 the Department issued temporary 
certificates to all applicants who applied for, and were accepted into a water distribution 
exam.  These temporary certificates were valid between the date they were issued and 
January 1 2004.  If you received one it would have been the top half of your exam registration 
card.  When an operator passed the exam and became certified the temporary certificate 
became a regular certificate. The remaining temporary certificates that were not converted to 
regular certification have now expired.  If the only water distribution certification you held was 
a temporary certificate then you are no longer considered a certified water distribution 
operator.  If you hold a current water distribution certificate that you obtained through the 
exam process or the interim program, you are still considered certified.   
 
 
Section 63820.  Temporary Distribution Operator Certification. 
 

(a) Distribution operators who have received notice of qualification for examination shall 
be deemed to have a temporary distribution operator certification at the grade for which they have been 
qualified for examination.  All temporary certifications will expire January 1, 2004 and shall not be 
renewable. 
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